
CABINET MEMBER DECISION
Decision:   

That approval is granted for a formal consultation to take place as 
required under Section 123 of the Local Government Act 1972 for 
disposal of land by placing a notice in the local newspaper for two 
consecutive weeks. In the event that there are no objections 
received, approval is given for the grant of a new lease to Grantham 
Tennis Club Ltd of the former Arnoldfield Bowls Club, (The Site) 
shown shaded green on the plan attached to report (PD0065) for a 
period to commence as soon as practicably possible and expiring 
on the 19th April 2112. If there are any objections, these will be 
considered by the Deputy Leader prior to any approval or otherwise 
in relation to the proposed new lease.

(1) Details of Decision

To seek approval for formal consultation to take place as required under 
Section 123 of the Local Government Act 1972 for disposal of land by placing 
a notice in the local newspaper for two consecutive weeks. In the event that 
there are no objections received, to seek approval to the grant a new lease to 
Grantham Tennis Club Ltd for the former Arnoldfield Bowls Club

(2) Considerations/Evidence

In accordance with statutory procedure under Section 123(2A) of the Local 
Government Act 1972 because the land is designated as statutory open 
space the Council will advertise The Site in the local newspaper for two 
consecutive weeks to ascertain whether there are any objections to the 
proposed transaction. 

Any objections received will then be referred to the Cabinet Member for 
consideration and determination prior to any lease being granted. If no 
objections are received, the lease will be completed in accordance with the 
recommendation in this report

(3) Reasons for Decision:

The freehold of the site at Arnoldfield sports ground, Gonerby Road, 
Grantham is owned by the District Council and has a variety of leisure 
facilities located upon it. The former Arnoldfield bowls club situated on The 
Site has been unoccupied since the bowls club ceased to operate on the 6th 
June 2014. 



The Tennis Club has previously been granted a lease from the 20th April 2013 
for a term of 99 years for the existing tennis club site and has expressed an 
interest in the vacant bowls club premises on a lease term consistent with 
their current lease. This would enable The Tennis Club to proceed with a plan 
for developing their facilities to incorporate The Site for use as grass courts to 
Lawn Tennis Association (LTA) Standards.  

Since the agreement of The Tennis Clubs 99 year lease in April 2013 the club 
have doubled their membership to over one thousand two hundred members. 
The security the lease has given The Tennis Club has enabled them to invest 
and assist with the council’s objective to promote leisure in the local 
community and provide a wide range of events and initiatives for the area. 

Examples of some of these initiatives are coaching groups for all ages and 
abilities including a full disability programme, Active at 60’s, Feeling Good 
project, tennis leaders courses for teenagers, community schools 
programme. The Tennis Club are also investigating funding opportunities to 
develop park courts at Wyndham and potentially Dysart Park.

The plan attached to report PD0065 shows the land currently forming the 
vacant bowls club site which would be occupied under the proposed lease.

There have been no management issues arising from The Tennis Club’s 
existing lease.

The Tennis Club will be responsible for the maintenance and upkeep of The 
Site, including all utility costs associated with The Site and for the 
maintenance and upkeep of any irrigation and drainage system serving The 
Site.

The Tennis Club will be required to maintain the existing buildings on The 
Site or to arrange for their removal and termination of all utility services 
currently supplied to the satisfaction of the Council.

As part of its obligations the Club will erect a fence between points A & B as 
shown on the plan to an agreed specification.

The Council will continue to be responsible for the maintenance of the hedge 
surrounding the premises under the grounds maintenance contract currently 
in place, rather than segmenting the maintenance of sections of the existing 
footpaths and vegetation surrounding The Site that would remain the 
Council’s responsibility. 

The lease is proposed at an initial rental of £600pa with an upward only rent 
review on every 5th anniversary of the lease commencement date. This will 
bring a regular income into the Council’s general fund portfolio and bring the 
vacant site back into use.  



The Tennis Club will be required to use The Site solely for the purposes of 
lawn tennis courts.

Should approval not be granted, The Site will continue to remain vacant, and 
will result in a continuing loss of potential income whilst empty, further 
marketing costs and potential damage to the premise from vandalism.

In accordance with the provisions with Section 123 of the Local Government 
Act 1972 the Council must advertise the intent to lease the land to the Tennis 
Club. Any objections would be referred to the Cabinet Member for 
consideration.

Conflicts of Interest

(Any conflict of interest declared by any other Cabinet Member consulted in 
relation to the decision to be recorded).

NONE

Dispensations

(Any dispensation granted by the Monitoring Officer in respect of any declared 
conflict of interest to be noted).

NONE

Decision taken by:

Name: Councillor Kelham Cooke
Deputy Leader also Cabinet Member for Business Transformation and 
Commissioning

Date of Decision: 13 November 2017

Date of Publication of Record of Decision: 14 November 2017

Date decision effective (i.e. 5 days after the date of publication of record of 
decision unless subject to call-in by the Chairman of an Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee or any 5 members of the Council from any political groups):

22 November 2017 


